BEST FOOT FORWARD

Phil Brogans passion for footwear started early. At 14 he fell in love in with a pair of black suede winkle-pickers and was over the moon when his parents bought them for his birthday. He wore them day in, day out and six months’ later was devastated to find a hole in the leather soul. Phil explains: “I took them to three shoe repairers who all said they’d had it. Then I went to a tinpot, spit-and-sawdust cobbler who said, ‘I’ll fix them while you wait.’ I replied, ‘I’ll stay all day if I have too.’” 

Twenty years later Phil still likes to be well shod. But now he wears shoes made by Phil Brogan. A pair of hand made shoes from a London shoemaker would set you back upwards of £1,000; Phil’s start at £300. Not cheap, but his target market of City commuters would expect to pay £200 plus for a pair of high quality, but not handmade shoes. This is why Phil has opted for a price that’s roughly in the same ballpark.

Phillip might have been a City type himself. Educated at Charterhouse school in Godalming, Sussex, he went on to sixth from college but began to tire of academia. He wanted a job. He headed straight to the cobbler who’d fixed his winkel-pickers. “He’d done such a good job on my shoes I thought it would be fun to do the same,” says Phil. “I never thought of as a career. But when I asked him for a job he refused. However, when he bumped into the cobbler a few months later, he heard that their was a vacancy. Phil learned how to repair shoes and began to dabble in shoemaking ‘just for sheer pleasure.” 

Brogan has been in the shoe business ever more or less ever since .– apart from a brief stint in Australia. He started off with a couple of ‘bread-and-butter’ repair shops but was itching to try some serious shoemaking. “There’s something special about making shoes that people find so comfortable. Gratitude may not come with words, it comes when you see people walk our of the shop with relaxed, not hunched shoulders,” says Phil.

1. Brogans –needs an apostrophe after the ‘n’.

2. No apostrophe after months. It is a plural. Compare: one month later, six months later.

3. Incorrect spelling of soul. Should be sole.

4. Misspelling of too, should read to.

5. Inconsistent use of handmade and handmade. Needs to be consistent and checked in the dictionary. The Oxford English dictionary has handmade as one word.

6. Godalming is in Surrey, not Sussex.

7. Sixth form, not from.

8. Name changes from Phil to Phillip. Use must be consistent

9. Misspelling of winkel-pickers. Should be winkle-pickers.

10. There is a word missing after thought of. Should read: thought of it

11. Double speech mark missing after refused.”
12. Change the first single quote to a double quote to be consistent with the other quote marks used in the piece.  The full stop should be outside final quote because, as a sentence fragment, it comes within the punctuation of the sentence: “just for sheer pleasure”.

13. Should be there, not their.

14.  Refers to Brogan – inconsistent use of name.

15.  Delete ever. Doesn’t make sense.

16.  Our is incorrect. Should read out.

